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Dear Friends,

We are proud to share touching, emotional stories within these pages from the
people who benefit from the contributions made to County Materials’ Charity
Golf Outing. Your gift and sponsorship make a year-round impact in our local
communities and help change people’s lives for the better.

With your help, our foundation is
Giving Back and Looking Forward!
The support of our industry partners makes it possible for us to do more good
each year. This was especially important during the past year and a half, as
demand for services increased and revenue streams decreased. The organizations
supported by the Sonnentag Foundation continue to fulfill community needs
and address urgent and unforeseen challenges faced by many individuals. Your
donation is helping individuals in four key service areas: Hunger & Homelessness
Support, Military Personnel & Veteran Support, Sexual Abuse & Domestic Assault
Services, and Mentoring & Skills Building.
Contributions made to the County Materials’ Charity Golf Outing help our
foundation leverage valuable resources that impact and enhance the lives of
thousands of people in communities around the United States.
We are so grateful for your help and want you to know how important your
participation and commitment is to the success of our charity golf event. On
behalf of the many recipient organizations and the families and individuals they
touch, we express our deepest, most heartfelt appreciation for your generosity.

Thank you,

The Sonnentag Foundation
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Thank 2021 SPONSORS
& SUPPORTERS
You

Our corporate partners make the County Materials’
Charity Golf Outing possible. Your generosity is being felt by many.

P L AT I N U M E V E N T S P O N S O R S ( $ 10, 00 0 A N D A B O V E )
GIFT BAG SPONSOR ($4,000)
• Cathay Industries
• von Briesen & Roper, S.C.
GOLFER GIFT SPONSOR ($4,000)
• M3 Insurance
• NSVI/FDL Stone
• Rocket Industrial
• The Hill & Griffith Company
BEVERAGE SPONSOR ($3,000)
• Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLC
• Sika Corporation
• Trelleborg & M.A. Industries

GOLD E VENT SPONSORS ($7,500 AND ABOVE)

SINCE 1913

S I LV E R E V E N T S P O N S O R S ( $ 5 , 0 00 A N D A B O V E )

BOX LUNCH SPONSOR ($3,000)
• Liberty Engineered Wire
Products
• The PNC Financial Services
Group
GOLF BALL SPONSOR ($3,000)
• Buzzi Unicem USA
• Haala Industries
HOLE SPONSOR ($2,000)
• Irving Materials Inc.
• SKAKO Concrete Inc.
• Zachman Precast, Inc.
• Zientara Fleet Equipment, Inc.

RECEPTION SPONSOR ($1,000)
• Besser Company
• BMO Harris Bank
• Columbia Machine, Inc.
• Illinois Products Corporation
• RB Scott
• SKAKO Concrete Inc.
• SmartLine Design
• WJ Filtz Trucking
• Zientara Fleet Equipment, Inc.
GOLF CART SPONSOR ($500)
• BMO Harris Bank
• Conger Industries
• David Voigt Trucking, Inc.
• DESHAZO Crane Company
• Load Master Inc
• Pomp’s Tire Service
• Stoneworks Architectural
Precast/Cast Stone
• The Euclid Chemical Company
• UltraSpan Technologies Inc.
• Ultimate Kronos Group
• WJ Filtz Trucking
• Zientara Fleet Equipment, Inc.

PUTTING GREEN SPONSOR
($500)
• Blackthorn
• BMO Harris Bank
• DESHAZO Crane Company
• WJ Filtz Trucking
• Zientara Fleet Equipment, Inc.
DONATIONS AND PERSONAL
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM
SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS
• Advanced Technical Services, Inc.
• Edward Jones
• John Hancock Financial
• Joe Vandergeest
• Northwestern Associates of WI
• Online Freight Services, Inc.
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Sonnentag Foundation Ltd
The Sonnentag Foundation is a private family
foundation that was established in 1988. Our
Foundation provides philanthropy on behalf of County
Materials Corp. and County Prestress, LLC, in cities and
surrounding communities where both companies
have facilities. Our Mission is to support programs and
projects that empower and inspire people and help
build stronger communities.

Our funding allocations
and local impact since 2012:
Mentoring & Skills Building

1,692,630

$

Local Community Support Initiatives

$881,027

Hunger & Homelessness Support

327,060

$

Sexual Abuse & Domestic Assault Services

266,250

$

Military Personnel & Veteran Support

232,440

$

Contributions to the Sonnentag Foundation are tax
deductible as charitable nonprofit contributions under
code section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
(TIN: 39-1597420).

Services and Organizations
Supported by the County Materials’
Charity Golf Outing
Hunger & Homelessness Support
Kenneth Butler Memorial Soup Kitchen...........................8
Lake Cares Food Pantry ..................................................... 9
Salvation Army Florida Division .................................... 10
Salvation Army Grace Place............................................. 11
Shelter House..................................................................... 12

Military Personnel & Veteran Support
Camp Hope ........................................................................ 13
Custom Canines Service Dog Academy......................... 14
Easterseals Crossroads..................................................... 15
Ketchum’s Got Your Six..................................................... 16
Patriot K9s of Wisconsin................................................... 17

Sexual Abuse & Domestic Assault Services
Alternatives, Inc................................................................. 18
HOPE of East Central, IL.................................................... 19
Sojourner Family Peace Center............................................... 20
The Amy Schulz Child Advocacy Center......................... 21
The Women’s Center......................................................... 22
The Women’s Community, Inc............................................. 23
Turningpoint...................................................................... 24
YWCA of Rock County....................................................... 25

Mentoring & Skills Building
Big Brothers Big Sisters..................................................... 26
Boys & Girls Club of America.............................................27
Can Play Sports...................................................................28
Community Action, Inc..................................................... 29
Compass for Kids............................................................... 30
Easterseals Wisconsin....................................................... 31
Education Foundation of Lake County...........................32
Greenfield Central School Foundation............................33
Little Lakes Memories....................................................... 34
Mentor Richland County.................................................. 35
OccuPaws Guide Dog Association...................................36
Operation Fresh Start........................................................37
More information on the
Sonnentag Foundation
is found on pages 38-39

Hunger & Homelessness Support

The Sonnentag Foundation helps provide food relief, advocacy, and accessible,
healthy housing. The organizations we partner with challenge policies and
structures that perpetuate the cycle of poverty. Together, we’re building
stronger communities, where basic needs are met, and everyone has the
opportunity to succeed.

Military Personnel & Veteran Support

Our Foundation is patriotic and a proud supporter of military personnel and
veterans. We expand community resources to improve the lives of active-duty
service members, veterans, wounded heroes, and the families that love and
support them. The Sonnentag Foundation also assists in building memorials
that recognize our heroes and acknowledge their sacrifice.

Sexual Abuse & Domestic Assault Services
In response to staggering statistics for cases of sexual assault, domestic
violence, human trafficking, and child abuse, the Sonnentag Foundation has
committed resources to local organizations that empower survivors. Their
transformative approach to education, prevention, and advocacy is changing
society’s response to sexual abuse and domestic assault. Our goal is to end this
violence forever.

Mentoring & Skills Building
The Sonnentag Foundation supports programs that change the narrative for
underserved children, teenagers, and adults in our communities. We partner
with organizations to provide services and resources for career readiness,
financial literacy, academic success, life skills, and mentorship. Additionally,
we target support to offer accessible and adaptive sports and recreation
opportunities for people who live with different needs and abilities. By
empowering individuals to try new activities without limitations, we can make a
positive and lasting impact.

HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS SUPPORT

HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS SUPPORT

Kenneth Butler
Memorial Soup Kitchen

Lake Cares Food Pantry

Mount Dora, Eustis, Tavares, and Paisley, FL • lakecares.org

Greenfield, IN • kbmsk.org

Open to All at No Cost
Kenneth Butler Memorial Soup Kitchen
serves free, healthy meals to everyone
who walks through their doors, regardless
of background or ability. The organization’s
namesake, Fire Chief Kenneth Butler,
dedicated his life to serving the
community and causes benefiting area
residents. Kenneth Butler is commonly
recognized and remembered for his efforts
to eradicate hunger and homelessness in
Greenfield, IN.

Your Giving in Action!
Margaret and Robin’s Story
“A few years ago, Margaret, and her daughter, Robin, became
the primary caretaker of her four grandchildren, Robin’s nieces
and nephews. They soon realized their new role would require
more money, food, and other resources than they had. The
children’s school referred Margaret and Robin to the Kenneth
Butler Memorial Soup Kitchen.

Feeding the Body, Educating the
Mind, and Lifting the Spirit

We have been blessed to receive help from [the Kenneth Butler
Memorial Soup Kitchen] numerous times. Some of the many
items provided, in addition to their wonderful daily specials,
include fresh fruit, cereal, flavored water, and donuts. My
grandsons love the soups, sandwiches, BBQ, biscuits and gravy,
and spaghetti, while my granddaughters enjoy the breads,
cheeses, crackers, and baked beans.

The volunteers are wonderful. They have been very sweet and
kind to us. They always have smiling faces and are happy to
see the children. When Robin lost her job, they were very helpful
with phone numbers and names of places that were hiring.

The first time my daughter, Robin, went in for help, the children
jumped for joy when she brought home broccoli, soup, cheese,
crackers, and dessert. A real effort is made to make their daily
specials a balanced meal.

The Kenneth Butler Memorial Soup Kitchen has been a big help
to us during some difficult times, and we are very thankful for
their assistance.”
- Margaret, Client
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Sonnentag Foundation Ltd

Lake Cares Food Pantry is on a
mission to feed the body, educate
the mind, and lift the spirit of
Lake County residents who need
assistance. The organization’s main
food pantry is based in Mount
Dora and services seven satellite
distribution sites throughout
the county. With the help of 200
committed and trained volunteers, Lake Cares Food Pantry
distributes more than 1,300,000 pounds of food each year.
When Lake Cares identifies a need, every effort is made to
provide resolution. Through their Summer and Weekend
Children’s Feeding Programs, Lake Cares serves food to
children who rely on school meals as a large part of their
nutritional support.

GivingBack,L O O K I N G F O R W A R D

Your Giving in Action!
Going Above and Beyond
A Lake Cares Resource Advocate learned of a
community member who could not use her
bathroom at home because of severe plumbing
issues. Despite saving what she could on a tight
budget, the community member was unable to
make the expensive repairs. Lake Cares lifted her
spirit by covering the cost and finding someone to
donate the tile work needed to get the bathroom
back in safe, working order. The recipient was
overjoyed with gratitude and came into Lake
Cares to personally thank everyone who made the
project possible.

9
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Salvation Army
Florida Division

Your Giving in Action!

Salvation Army Grace Place

Your Giving in Action!

New Richmond, WI • sagraceplace.org

The Path to Healing
and Independence

Leesburg, FL • salvationarmyflorida.org

Doing the Most Good in Lake and
Sumter Counties
Salvation Army Florida is committed to doing the most good
by providing food, shelter, storm relief, and other need-based
services. Like the international organization it’s part of, the
Florida Division assesses hardships and challenges affecting
local communities and develops programs that offer relief. Each
year, Salvation Army Florida serves nearly 11,000 meals as part of
its emergency food assistance program.
Annual Service Snapshot
• Meals Served – 10,970 individuals
• Day Camp Meals Provided – 2,700 individuals
• Holiday Food Boxes – 2,050 individuals
• Overnight Shelter Stays – 1,635 individuals
• Christmas Gift Assistance – 1,600 children and seniors
• Backpacks with School Supplies – 1,200 individuals
• Day Camp Days Provided – 925 individuals
• Groceries provided – 920 families
• Utility Assistance – 745 families
• Rent Assistance – 180 families

HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS SUPPORT

Five Families Found Pathways		
Out of Poverty
Pathway of Hope is a Salvation Army program
designed to help families break the generational
cycle of poverty. Using a case management
approach, clients are guided to use their strengths to
meet their needs. Last summer, the Salvation Army
of Lake & Sumter Counties held its first Pathway of
Hope graduation and celebrated five families that
overcame crisis to achieve self-sufficiency. During
the event, volunteer mentors shared words of
encouragement and congratulated the families on
their momentous achievement.

Grace Place Emergency Shelter
assists more than 350 people
each year as they face some of the
most challenging times of their
life. The 24-hour shelter welcomes
new residents and assesses their
circumstances to provide the best
service and care possible.
Upon arrival, individuals are
matched with a case manager
who helps them set and
accomplish goals, such as
finding employment, securing
safe, long-term housing, and
attending mental and physical
health appointments. Grace
Place case managers approach
the path to healing and
independence in a way that
makes sense for each resident
and their support system.

Filberto’s Story
Filberto (Fil) was homeless and struggling with a
dangerous alcohol addiction when he came to
Grace Place. The staff noticed he had some serious
cooking skills and was always in the resident
kitchen, helping with meals and preparing food.
It was his passion. Fil struggled to quit drinking
and came back into the program several times to
stay sober and get help. The last time he stayed, he
made a commitment to figure out his life and start
taking better care of himself.
Fil is now three years sober and works as a chef for
several high-end venues in Minneapolis – Saint
Paul. He is also on staff at a recovery center to help
people struggling with alcohol addiction.
Fil came back to Grace Place to thank and give the
staff an update. He said, “I appreciate everything
everybody’s done for me. I want to come back and
help.” Grace Place staff are excited to see Fil again,
this time as a volunteer.
Fil’s former addiction unfortunately caught up
with him. Even in sobriety, Fil is in need of a liver
transplant. He is working hard every day to make
sure he stays on a positive path. He reminds
himself, “Don’t look back, I’m not going that way.”
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M I L I TA R Y P E R S O N N E L & V E T E R A N S U P P O R T

Shelter House

Camp Hope

Iowa City, IA • shelterhouseiowa.org

Farmington, MO • camphopeusa.org

More Than a Roof and a Bed
For nearly 40 years, Shelter House has provided safe
emergency shelter and helped people improve the quality
of their lives as they move beyond homelessness. The
organization does more than provide a roof and a bed, it
strives to be a catalyst and voice for systemic community
change in pursuit of eradicating homelessness. When
clients arrive at Shelter House, they are provided a bed,
daily food service, case management, and housing and
employment services. Clients of diverse backgrounds and
abilities benefit from Shelter House’s inclusive services,
including transitional housing for clients with chronic
mental illness. The organization and its staff believe housing
is the greatest social determinant of health and it is both a
need and a right. Each year, Shelter House provides more
than 900 individuals with emergency shelter, 15 percent of
whom are children.

Honor the Fallen by Helping
the Wounded
Camp Hope is a retreat for hundreds of wounded
heroes. William “Mike” and Galia White founded Camp
Hope after their son, Christopher, passed away serving
in Iraq in 2006. The program helps the White Family
keep Chris’ spirit alive and share his passion for the
outdoors. Camp Hope offers countless opportunities
for veterans of all abilities to explore nature and enjoy
activities like fishing, hunting, and hiking, all expenses
paid. The program’s attentive, all-volunteer staff are
specially trained to empower each guest and help them
participate in activities without limitations.

Your Giving in Action!
Kim’s Story
“When my children were growing up, they
always wanted what the other children had,
despite being fortunate enough. When they
were going through times like that, we would
go to our shelter back home and help feed the
homeless there. We never thought that a few
years later, we would be homeless.

Your Giving in Action!
Joe’s Story
Joe was one of the first combat-wounded
veterans to visit the newly founded Camp Hope in
2007. He returned home from his service legally
blind and longed for a sense of community and
place. He found what he was looking for at Camp
Hope. Since his first visit more than a decade ago,
Joe has remained a loyal supporter and now
volunteers to help others and serves on the Camp
Hope Board of Directors.
“I got a new sense of independence down here;
I got part of my old self back. I healed in ways I
didn’t know I needed to… I advocate for Camp
Hope because it heals.”
– Joe Bogart

Shelter House is more than a roof and a bed.
There’s just so many opportunities that you can
gain from staying there and using their resources
that I would advise it to anyone who is under
distress or needs help.
Being able to serve all the clients in the kitchen
really satisfies me. I can now give to others what I
was given here.”
- Kim, former client and Kitchen Manager
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M I L I TA R Y P E R S O N N E L & V E T E R A N S U P P O R T

Custom Canines
Service Dog Academy

Easterseals Crossroads

Indianapolis, IN • eastersealscrossroads.org

Helping Veterans with Disabilities
Live Independent Lives

Madison, WI • customcanines.org

Heroes for Heroes
Custom Canines Service Dog Academy is dedicated to
creating and supporting lasting partnerships between
highly skilled service dogs and individuals with diverse
disabilities to enhance their quality of life. Canines are
specially trained for military and civilian post-traumatic
stress disorder, mobility assistance, and visual aid.
The nonprofit organization pairs trained service dogs with
veterans to aid them in their healing and wellness journey
through its Heroes for Heroes program. When veterans
return home, it is common to experience symptoms

of anxiety, depression, post-traumatic stress, and other
debilitating mental health diagnoses. Service dogs provide
these individuals stability and support during times of
heightened emotions. Matches are selected based on the
owner’s capabilities, lifestyle, mobility, personality, and
psychological needs. Veterans with dogs at home can
participate in owner training services to teach their dog
how to take a larger, more significant role in their life.

Your Giving in Action!

I medically retired from the Army in 1992 and moved to
Phoenix, AZ with my wife and daughter. I was hired by the City
of Mesa and attended the 18-week Phoenix Regional Police
Academy. I was the first person in the country to attend the
Police Academy at entry level with a prosthetic leg. In 2013, I
retired from the City of Mesa. Since I retired, I started to feel a
lot of anxiety about everything I had been through. I felt more
unsure about my future after retirement than I had after my
14

Easterseals Crossroads recognizes the urgent needs facing
veterans as they reintegrate into civilian life and offers
programs that help. With employment being the primary
component of self-sufficiency, efforts are focused on
connecting veterans with hiring managers and providing
professional services, such as career coaching, resume
development, and networking.

Your Giving in Action!

Todd’s Story
“It was my third day at the Kurdish camps in Northern Iraq,
where the Kurds were fleeing their homes after having chemical
weapons dropped on them by Iraqi war planes. We were on
a recon mission to find safe places for the Air Force to drop
food, water, and blankets for the survivors. I was walking on a
path that I thought was safe, when all the sudden, I stepped
on a land mine and went flying six feet through the air. After I
landed, I rolled over and checked my right foot and saw that it
was gone.

For more than 85 years, Easterseals Crossroads has been
changing how the world defines and perceives disabilities.
Whether helping someone improve mobility or gain
greater independence, the organization has an array of
services designed to help people with disabilities address
life’s challenges and achieve personal goals.

accident. I don’t think I let myself think about what happened
back then and just dove into being a police officer.
Just before retirement, I started playing with the Wounded
Warrior Amputee Softball Team, where I met someone with a
service dog. I talked to him about how he got his dog and how
I could get one. I felt like a service dog could help me with my
anxiety and post-traumatic stress.
I got in touch with Custom Canines Service Dog Academy and
flew out to Madison, WI in 2015. The moment Hazen and I met,
we bonded as I have never bonded with a dog before. Hazen is
so incredibly smart and the love between us has enhanced my
life so much. He goes everywhere with me and brings joy and
laughter into my life. He has helped me through most of my
anxiety and senses when I am tense. I cannot thank Custom
Canines enough. What they do for service veterans is so positive
and life changing”.
Sonnentag Foundation Ltd

R.D’s Story
R.D. served our country in several deployments as an Army
Combat Medic. He returned home to his wife with PTSD.
Despite R.D.’s best efforts, he wasn’t able to overcome these new
challenges and it began to wear on his marriage. He found
himself divorced and feeling entirely defeated. R.D. shut himself
off from the world and sought comfort in alcohol. Without
family or friends nearby, it was seemingly impossible to reach
out for help. Reality struck when R.D. received an eviction notice
after missing two months’ rent. He realized it was time to get
help and turned to Easterseals Crossroads.
To R.D.’s surprise, the staff member who answered his call was
an Army Combat Engineer Veteran who could relate to what he
was going through. The staff member connected R.D. to a local
organization that helped him pay his overdue rent and get two
months ahead. With some of his financial concerns at ease,

R.D. focused on improving his mental health and defeating
his alcoholism. R.D. was committed to changing his life for
the better. Once R.D. began treatment, he felt hopeful and
confident enough to start his job search. Easterseals Crossroads
helped him polish his resume, research job leads, and practice
interview questions.
R.D. aspired to be a truck driver and finally found a job that
suited him. Easterseals Crossroads helped him apply for the
position, which he interviewed and was eventually hired for.
When R.D. told the staff about his job, he was glowing with
excitement. There was only one roadblock in his way – he
needed gas money to make the 50-mile roundtrip commute
until he received his first paycheck. Easterseals gladly assisted
R.D. as he entered this important next stage in his life.

GivingBack,L O O K I N G F O R W A R D
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Ketchum’s Got Your Six

Patriot K9s of Wisconsin
Wausau, WI • patriotk9s.com

Madison, WI • ketchumsgotyoursix.com

Newfound Hope
for a Higher Quality of Life

We’ve Got Your Back
Service dogs play an important role in helping veterans
manage post-traumatic stress; however, training these
highly skilled dogs can become expensive. Ketchum’s Got
Your Six is on a mission to assist Wisconsin veterans with the
cost of owning and training a service dog. By eliminating
financial barriers, Ketchum’s Got Your Six enhances the lives
of dozens of Wisconsin heroes.
Ketchum’s Got Your Six was founded in memory of Marine
Brandon Ketchum. Brandon spent his entire career in the
military, serving two tours in Iraq and one in Afghanistan.
During his last tour, he sustained physical and emotional
injuries he found hard to remedy. Brandon struggled with
PTSD for several years and died by suicide on July 9, 2016.
One in 22 veterans experience post-traumatic stress and die
by suicide each day. Since Brandon’s passing, his family and
friends have been determined to change this statistic. They
founded Ketchum’s Got Your Six to serve heroes and remind
them that they are not alone.
What does “got your six” mean?
In the military, “got your six” means “I’ve got your back”. It is
said to let fellow service members know you are looking out
for them and will help them resolve incoming threats.

Your Giving in Action!
Heroes and Their Heroes
With the help of Ketchum’s Got Your Six
and the local organizations that support its
mission, dozens of veterans have been paired
with guide companions provided by Custom
Canines Service Dog Academy.

Approximately 22 veterans with post-traumatic stress die by
suicide each day in the United States. Patriot K9s of Wisconsin is
determined to change this statistic by pairing Central Wisconsin
veterans with service dogs that are specially trained in posttraumatic stress, traumatic brain injury, and military sexual
incident. Partnerships give both the veteran and the service dog a
second chance at life, as dogs are rescued from local shelters and
trained to become highly skilled emotional support companions.
Patriot K9s of Wisconsin rescues, trains, and pairs service dogs
with veterans free of charge.

Meet Deb –
Deb, a Marine Veteran,
and her service dog,
Keno, were the first
recipients of funding
from Ketchum’s Got
Your Six. Keno assists
Deb with mobility and
post-traumatic stress.

Your Giving in Action!
Amanda’s Story
“As a graduate, volunteer, and now a student
again, I have the opportunity to see how much
work goes into keeping [Patriot K9s of Wisconsin]
running. My dog, Ursa, and I are going through
the Service Dog program together and will
graduate before fall. We are in the public access
portion of the class, which has helped me realize
just how amazing, talented, and observant Ursa
is. I’ve spent as little time as possible outside of my
house for several years now. Knowing that Ursa
can watch everything in our surroundings and
alert me of any possible dangers is life changing.
She blocks people from getting too close to me.
I can tell by the twitch of an ear or a nod of the
head where the movement is coming from. She
will always point in the direction she considers
to be the most important. I’m honored to be part
of an organization that changes so many lives
and humbled to be loved by my beautiful, sweet,
smart, and loyal Ursa.”
- Amanda G.

Meet Chad –
Chad is a U.S. Army
Veteran who enrolled in
and certified his service
dog, Freya, through
the Owner Training
Academy. Freya serves
as Chad’s posttraumatic stress service
dog and has changed his life by granting him the
ability to confidently leave his home and participate
in family activities.
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Alternatives, Inc.

HOPE of East Central Illinois

Anderson, IN • alternativesdv.org

Charleston, IL • hope-eci.org

Alternatives, Inc supports more than 3,900 women and
children each year as they flee abusive relationships. The
Central Indiana organization strives to eradicate domestic
and sexual violence through education, prevention, and
intervention. Trained staff work with survivors to draft safety
plans, arrange temporary housing, and provide the support
and resources needed to successfully escape cyclical abuse.
Alternatives offers a crisis hotline and programs for children
that focus on establishing high self-esteem, enhancing
school performance, and forming healthy relationships. The
organization extends its services to the community, hosting
professional trainings, education sessions, employment
trainings, dating violence prevention, and other workshops.

HOPE for a Life Without Violence

Your Giving in Action!
Layla’s Story
Layla was referred to Alternatives, Inc. by the Greenfield
Police Department. She was separated from her
abuser and continued to be stalked, harassed, and
emotionally abused by him. When it came time to
file a protective order, Alternatives, Inc. was there. An
Alternatives Advocate helped Layla through the process
and sat beside her while her case was heard in court.
The advocate also connected Layla with a pro bono
attorney who assisted her through the divorce process
and advocated on her behalf.
Despite the protective order, Layla’s abuser continued
to harass her through a court-ordered parenting app,
intended to coordinate custody. He even moved in
next door, which terrified Layla and caused her to feel
hopeless. She turned to her Alternatives Advocate to
help her file the police report.
The abuser now faces criminal charges for violating the
protective order.
Layla and her children continue to heal every day.
Knowing Alternatives, Inc. was there to encourage and
guide her every step of the way, motivated Layla to
leave a dangerous past behind and look forward to a
safe future.
“Alternatives is what has led me through this very hard
nine-month period and continues to see me through.”
– Layla

18
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HOPE of East Central Illinois empowers survivors of
domestic assault to live independent, non-violent lives
through the provisions of Housing, Outreach, Prevention,
and Education. Initially operating out of a two-bedroom
apartment, the organization has grown to offer a 24-bed
shelter, 10 transitional housing
units, and a 24/7 crisis hotline.
HOPE of ECI serves seven rural
counties in Central Illinois to offer
survivors improved access to
healing services. More than 700
people each year find a ray of
hope in HOPE of ECI.

Your Giving in Action!
Marianne’s Story
From a young age, Marianne knew what it felt like to be
unloved. She was the seventh child in her family, unplanned
and unwanted by everyone other than her father. She grew
close with her father, but their time was cut short when he was
diagnosed with cancer. Marianne was eventually left alone
with her mother, who did not hesitate to verbally and physically
assault her. One day, Marianne recalled washing clothes with
her mother and playfully splashing her. She was only trying
to make her mother laugh and was met with unforgettable
pain. Marianne’s mother grabbed her hands and shoved them
into the wringer. The abuse continued until she left home after
graduating high school.

returned. Even having one cent unaccounted for was dangerous.
Marianne lived this way with Leroy for 58 years.

Marianne shortly after met her husband, Leroy. He treated her in a
familiar way. Whenever Marianne would leave the house for more
than an hour, he would accuse her of cheating, doing drugs, and
ruining their lives. Leroy counted the money in her wallet before
she left the house and compared it to her store receipts when she

“I’m relaxed, safe, happy, full of spirit, and ready to go on. I have
lived through every kind of abuse possible, but I am strong. HOPE
of ECI and its staff helped me heal and set me on the right path.”

When Marianne recently broke her shoulder, she was placed
into assisted living for eight weeks. The facility’s temporary visitor
restrictions forbid Leroy from stepping foot on the property. As her
stay came to an end, Marianne grew visibly anxious. Her doctor
noticed and gently encouraged her to share her story. The doctor
was disturbed with her findings and referred Marianne to Hope of
ECI’s emergency shelter. Marianne arrived at the shelter, following
her treatment, and met compassionate staff who are helping her
break the cycle of abuse.

GivingBack,L O O K I N G F O R W A R D

- Marianne, HOPE of ECI Client
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Sojourner Family Peace Center

The Amy Schulz Child Advocacy Center

Safety, Justice, and Wellbeing

Educated Children Are 		
Empowered Children

Milwaukee, WI • familypeacecenter.org

Sojourner Family Peace is the largest nonprofit provider of
domestic violence prevention and intervention services in
Wisconsin, helping more than 11,800 clients annually as
they seek safety, justice, and wellbeing. The center offers
individuals and families crisis housing, healing services,
and supportive staff that encourage healing with positive,
lasting change.

Mount Vernon, IL • amycenter.mvn.net/

Your Giving in Action!
Client Outcomes
“The most helpful service has been the help my
daughter is getting at the behavior health center
[at the Family Peace Center]. It gives her someone
to talk to and help her find her passion and develop
herself into something successful in the future.”
- Family Peace Center Mother
“I feel it’s important to inform [Sojourner] how
much you have made a positive impact on my life.
My family can see it. My family tells me often how
proud they are of me for not allowing myself to
be a victim and rather, a survivor. My father tells
me daily what a change he’s seen in me and is so
thankful to God and your program for your help.
I want to take this opportunity to thank you from
the bottom of my heart for so much you’ve done.
Empowerment, healing, growth, hope, not feeling
alone, feeling part of something much greater than
I ever imagined. Thank you for not giving up on me.”

Since 1990, the Amy Schulz Child Advocacy Center and its
partners have served as frontline responders to reports of
physical and sexual abuse against children. The organization
offers a safe place for survivors to share their story, in their own
words, with trained professionals who listen, protect, and heal.
The Amy Center’s board, staff, and multi-disciplinary team
members work together to provide intervention, prevention,
education, and advocacy services in the best interest of children
who have experienced abuse.
The Amy Schulz Child Advocacy Center was founded by Dennis
Schulz in memory of his daughter, Amy, who was abducted,
sexually assaulted, and murdered in 1987. Dennis learned after
his daughter’s death that nearly half a million children are
reported sexually assaulted each year. His goal in founding the
Amy Center is to ease the pain of survivors and prevent other
children from experiencing abuse.

Your Giving in Action!
Annual Outcomes
Each year, the Sonnentag Foundation helps
the Amy Center:
• Serve 300 clients and their family members
• Conduct more than 200 forensic interviews
• Educate nearly 8,000 children on Body Boundaries
“Body Boundaries” is a comprehensive sexual
abuse prevention program that caters to different
age groups and levels of understanding. The goal
is to help children identify the signs of physical
and sexual abuse, know who they can talk to if
they need help, and seek safety.

- Family Peace Center Client

20
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The Women’s Center

The Women’s Community, Inc.

Waukesha, WI • twcwaukesha.org

Wausau, WI • womenscommunity.org

Safety. Shelter. Support.

Empowering Survivors 				
and Saving Lives

For more than 40 years, The Women’s Center has remained
Waukesha County’s only agency of its kind, providing lifesaving
and life-changing programs and services that heal and empower.
Women, children, and men impacted by domestic abuse, sexual
violence, and trafficking turn to the organization to help build
a future free from violence. The Women’s Center’s philosophy is
to ensure the needs of survivors are met, children are protected,
and families heal. Services are confidential, offered at no cost,
and include emergency shelter, transitional living and housing
assistance, legal advocacy, one-on-one survivor support, crisis
response, employment coaching, and childcare. The Women’s
Center helps more than 1,100 survivors move beyond abuse and
build peaceful futures each year.

Your Giving in Action!

The Women’s Community provides specialized services and
resources for survivors of sexual assault, domestic violence,
stalking, and human trafficking. Each year, more than 1,600
clients and their families gain greater emotional and economic
self-sufficiency through quality programming, advocacy, and
education. The Women’s Community believes financial barriers
should not affect someone’s ability to receive the services and
support they need. Shelter, food, clothing, counseling, and
confidential healing services are provided free of charge.

Annual Outcomes
•
•
•
•

25,566 healthy meals
8,522 nights of safety and care
7,170 calls answered by trained staff
650 adults and children received domestic abuse
advocacy services
• 219 school and youth organization prevention
presentations
• 163 adults and children received sexual abuse
advocacy services

Your Giving in Action!
Kaye’s Story
“I was recently assaulted, beaten severely and life
threatened. I needed to file a restraining order with
the Marathon County Clerk of Courts. I am 68 and
not very good at filling out forms. The woman at
the office suggested I get in touch with the Women’s
Community and gave me Ashley’s number. Ashley
was so very sweet and helpful and told me she
would put me in contact with Morgan.
Morgan showed me which forms I needed and
explained how to fill them out and save them. I
cannot express how much I appreciate all her help.
I can honestly say, without her help, I would have
given up and been at risk. I have multiple injuries
and one is because of repeated blows to my head.
My hearing is affected, but she was so polite and
repeated when I could not hear or understand her.
Thank you, Ashley and Morgan.”

“This place saved my LIFE. I would not be where I
am today or believe in myself without The Women’s
Center. Thank you!”
– Audrey, former client

- Kaye, Client

“The facility and their services have been more of a
help to me, during the most difficult time of my life,
than I can say. I’m deeply grateful.”
– Elia, former client

22
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Turningpoint

YWCA of Rock County

River Falls, WI • turningpoint-wi.org

Janesville, WI • ywcarockcounty.org

Safety, Support, and Strength

Eliminating Racism and Empowering Women

No one deserves to be abused. Turningpoint for Victims of
Domestic and Sexual Violence has been an ally to survivors of
domestic and sexual abuse for nearly 40 years. Founded as a
crisis line and safe house, the organization has since evolved
into the first and only crisis shelter in Pierce and St. Croix
counties. Turningpoint offers safety, support, and strength
through its diverse services, including legal advocacy, support
groups, safety planning, and violence prevention education.
While some shelters exclusively serve women and children,
Turningpoint breaks the stigma and extends its services
to men. Often an underserved population, 1 in 10 men
experience sexual and/or domestic abuse in their lifetime.

Dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women, and
promoting peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all, the
YWCA of Rock County transforms lives and communities
through education and action to empower women and
dismantle racism. It takes a community’s support to help
people facing adversity rebuild self-confidence, regain
self-respect, and become role models. With the help of
partnering organizations and donors, the organization offers
childcare, Alternatives to Violence programming, Transitions
programing, CARE House shelter, and racial justice and
immigrant outreach.

Your Giving in Action!
Second Chances
“I took my power back when I didn’t think I could.
I had to make hard changes, and I continue to do
that. I am starting to sleep again. I have a job and
an apartment. I am important. I am worth it. It has
been a vicious cycle my entire life. I’ve broken free
from it, and I know I can never go back.”
– Stacy
“Turningpoint made me realize it was okay to feel
all these emotions that were built up inside of me,
but also how to turn those negative emotions
into something positive. I began going to support
groups, which helped tremendously. In the four short
months I lived in Turningpoint’s shelter, I made more
progress in my mental health than I ever have in my
life. I will forever be grateful for the amazing people
I met and worked with. Their arrival into my life was
turning point.”
– Courtney

Your Giving in Action!
Heidi’s Story
After fleeing from her abusive boyfriend, Heidi and her three
young sons moved to Milwaukee, WI to be with family. It wasn’t
long after when Heidi started to notice bruises on her youngest
child that were put there by a family member and family friend,
people she thought she could trust.
Heidi took action to protect her children and keep them safe.
She searched for somewhere to go, bearing in mind she could
very well end up homeless. Heidi learned about YWCA of Rock
County, the only shelter in Wisconsin that could accommodate
a family of four at the time. Heidi and her children were placed
in the Transitions program.
Transitions provides apartment housing for families and assists
in skills building, job training, and domestic violence recovery
services. It is designed to help families transition into an
independent, peaceful life.

24
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Alternatives to Violence assists domestic violence survivors
in crisis with a 33-bed shelter and case management
services. The Transitions program provides long-term
housing for survivors, as they work with case managers and
regain independence. In addition to these programs, the
YWCA operates a 24-hour crisis hotline, which helps nearly
100 women and 200 children flee abuse each year.

With the help of the YWCA, Heidi is graduating from Transitions
and just received her Section 8 housing voucher, which she
plans to use to find a house with a yard for her boys. Heidi is
also obtaining her high school equivalency diploma with plans
to enroll in a local culinary program next year.
Heidi says since completing Transitions, she feels ready to work
on her own goals and goals for her children; one of which is
starting new family traditions. Whether it’s pizza night or going
to a movie, Heidi is looking forward to making positive, longlasting memories with her family.

GivingBack,L O O K I N G F O R W A R D
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Your Giving in Action!

Big Brothers Big Sisters
(*Multiple Chapters) • bbbs.org

Angie & Sami (BBBS of Central Indiana)

Changing Perspectives. 		
Changing Lives.

Big Sister Angie and Little Sister Sami have been
frequenting antique shops and attending Beatles
tribute concerts since they were matched three
years ago. “It’s hard to articulate the impact of our
relationship because, at this point, it feels like Sami
has always been part of my life,” said Angie.

Big Brothers Big Sisters creates and
supports meaningful mentorships
that help children realize their full
potential and build strong futures.
The organization matches school-aged children with caring
adult mentors who will help their “little” build confidence,
succeed in school, and avoid risky behaviors. These positive
relationships have a direct and lasting impact on “littles”, who
often face adversity at home or in school. Big Brothers Big
Sisters matches are supported by professional staff members
who ensure positive outcomes for each child, parent/
guardian, volunteer, and community member involved.

Chantel & Sierra (BBBS of Central Illinois)
Big Sister Chantel has mentored Little Sister
Sierra for 11 years and counting. Chantel entered
Sierra’s life when she was 12 years old. At the time,
Sierra’s mother was working a lot and knew Sierra
would benefit from having a Big Sister. The match
established and strengthened their friendship by
attending local sporting events, including Sierra’s
cheerleading performances. Chantel and Sierra
have watched each other grow up, from Sierra
graduating college to Chantel getting married and
having two children. Sierra, now 23 years old, has
outgrown Big Brothers Big Sisters but remains close
with Chantel and credits the program for connecting
her to a forever friend.

MENTORING & SKILLS BUILDING

Boys & Girls Clubs of America
(*Multiple Chapters) – bgca.org

Whatever it Takes to 			
Build Great Futures
The Boys & Girls Club is on a mission to enable all young people,
especially those who need support the most, to reach their full
potential as productive, caring, and responsible citizens. The
Club offers school year and summer
programming to meet the needs
and interests of school-aged children
and teens. These fun, innovative
programs promote academic success,
healthy lifestyles, leadership, and
career planning. Helping kids succeed
is multifaceted – it takes caring
mentors, a safe, consistent place, and
empowering programs.

*BBBS Chapters Represented:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Central Illinois-Champaign County, Urbana, IL
Central Indiana, Indianapolis, IN
Central Wisconsin, Stevens Point, WI
Dane County, Madison, WI
East Central Wisconsin, Neenah, WI
Johnson County, Iowa City, IA
Mid-Illinois, Charleston, IL
Northcentral Wisconsin, Wausau, WI
Northeast Wisconsin, Green Bay, WI
Northwestern Wisconsin, Eau Claire, WI
South Central Wisconsin, Delavan, WI
Seven Rivers Region, La Crosse, WI

Sonnentag Foundation Ltd

Your Giving in Action!
Becky’s Story
“As a family of five, with three boys now 16, 15, and
12 years old, we have always wanted them in and
around a safe and positive environment. When they
were younger, the struggle to find affordable before
and after school care was challenging. We found
the Boys & Girls Club when the two oldest were in
second and third grade. We quickly realized how
wonderful it was – the programs, clubs, homework
help, and evening meals were a true blessing. When
our youngest started kindergarten, he couldn’t wait
to go to the Club. All three continued until they
reached middle school and were at practice every
day. We were truly blessed that the boys had such
great people and opportunities at their fingertips.
The summers were busy and fun; and the school
years were equally full. We’ve also had a chance
to be part of the sports programs and enjoyed the
fundamentals that were learned, as well as the
friendships built. It was truly a great experience.”
- Becky S., Former Club Parent

*BGC Chapters Represented:
• Boone County, Zionsville, IN
• Hancock County, Greenfield, IN

GivingBack,L O O K I N G F O R W A R D
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Can Play Sports

Community Action, Inc.

Coralville, IA • canplaysports.org

Every Child Can Play
All children have the
courage to play; however,
barriers, like limited
financial resources and
need for an adaptive
environment, can keep
them from participating.
Can Play Sports offers
adaptive sports and
recreation programming
for children and adults of
all ages and abilities at no cost. Programs are modified to
meet the individual needs of each participant, whether it be
by using a different sized ball or slowing down the pace. Can
Play Sports builds confidence and enhances social-emotional
health by ensuring everyBODY can play.

Your Giving in Action!
Changing the Game
With the help of the Sonnentag Foundation, Can
Play Sports purchased two sports wheelchairs. The
chairs guarantee participants always have someone
to play with at their level and allow volunteers to
play alongside them. This addition enhances the
program’s accessibility and ensures everybody can
play in a safe, meaningful way.
10-year-old Lilly has congenital muscular dystrophy
and participates in programs using her own
wheelchair. She is quiet, yet very social once she
warms up. When she found out she could have a
buddy play alongside her in a chair, she was thrilled.
Having a gym partner her height helps her soft voice
to be heard and makes her feel more confident and
welcome at Can Play Sports.

Beloit, WI • community-action.org

Giving Teens a Fresh Start
Community Action strives to prevent and reduce poverty
in Rock and Walworth Counties. The organization provides
access and opportunity through innovative programs that
eliminate barriers and establish clear pathways out of poverty,
such as childcare, at-risk youth programs, emergency food
assistance, and affordable housing services. Community
Action helps students succeed in the Beloit Fresh Start
YouthBuild AmeriCorps program, which co-enrolls students
who dropped out of high school with the School District of
Beloit and teaches them construction skills in addition to their
academic work. Participants learn how to help themselves
and find purpose in helping others in the community.

Your Giving in Action!
Students Find Success in Beloit
Fresh Start YouthBuild Program
Hannah’s Story
For years, Hannah struggled in school. It was
difficult to keep pace with her peers and understand
the curriculum without individualized support.
Determined to succeed, Hannah joined Beloit Fresh
Start, where she was paired with an academic
mentor who was readily available to help. Hannah
found confidence and success in the program and
proudly received her diploma this spring. She is now
studying to become a paramedic.

Amir’s Story
Amir came to Fresh Start after he fell in with the
wrong crowd and spent time in jail. He worried
Fresh Start wouldn’t admit him because of his
background. Even while he was in the program,
Amir feared he would fall back into the system.
Fortunately, that wasn’t the case. At Fresh Start, Amir
met empathetic staff who inspired and motivated
him. With their help, Amir earned his high school
diploma this spring and aspires to be an architect.
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Compass for Kids

Easterseals Wisconsin

Springfield, IL • compass4kids.org

Madison, WI • eastersealswisconsin.com

Empowering Children Underserved by
the Community

Living Without Limits

Compass for Kids provides academic and social-emotional
support that empowers children and families that are
underserved by the community. Educational programs are
led and adapted by experienced teachers to meet the needs
of each child and ensure their success. The organization was
founded in 2011 to remove the barriers underserved children
face in participating in after-school and summer programs, such
as cost, paperwork processes, and transportation.
To reduce the achievement and opportunity gaps that exist
between low-income, underserved children and their higherincome peers, Compass for Kids offers Camp Compass. The free
summer learning program helps elementary students prevent
summer learning loss and improve reading and math skills.
Campers also participate
in enrichment activities,
such as field trips,
that they might not
otherwise have. Camp
Compass helps more
than 400 students each
year recognize their full
potential and achieve
academic success.

Your Giving in Action!
Nicole’s Story
Nicole was amazed by how much her 7-year-old
daughter, Addie loved Virtual Camp Compass.
“I wasn’t sure what camp would look like
over Zoom. They did a phenomenal job!” She
continued, “They showed up at our house and
would bring activities for Addie to do. We were
thrilled with how quickly they transformed their
program to serve the kids better.”

For more than 90 years, Easterseals Wisconsin has made the
exciting opportunities of camp accessible to children and
adults with disabilities. Nearly 2,000 campers of all abilities
attend Easterseals’ camps each year to make friends and
try hiking, swimming, and even zip lining. All activities are
fully accessible, and campers are encouraged to challenge
themselves with new experiences.
Easterseals Wisconsin offers two camp experiences: Camp
Wawbeek and Respite Camp. Camp Wawbeek welcomes
children and adults who are eager for adventure. Wawbeek
campers gain a stronger sense of independence and
confidence as they find success in new activities, like high
ropes courses and ziplining. Respite Camp provides a similar
experience for people with severe
disabilities. Respite campers enjoy
playing with new friends, while
their attentive, 24-hour caregivers
take time away, knowing their
loved ones are safe and having fun
in a nurturing environment.

Addie enjoyed everything about Virtual Camp
Compass, especially the books they delivered.
“Compass created an entire library of books for
her for free,” Nicole said. “She looked forward to
the deliveries each week.”
“We’ve seen so much growth since Addie joined
Compass. I never imagined that I would end up
loving camp as much as we all did. Compass is
such an amazing organization. The people, the
deliveries, the care, and the support has taught
my child how she should do the same for others.”

Sonnentag Foundation Ltd

Mason’s Story
Mason was diagnosed with autism and intellectual
and developmental disabilities when he was three
years old. Adjusting to life post-diagnosis was a huge
challenge for him and his family. By the time Mason
was 14, he experienced his first seizure and was also
diagnosed with epilepsy.
As he got older, Mason’s desire for independence
and his parents’ need for respite grew stronger.
Mason attended Respite Camp for the first time in
2008; however, he was young, and it was difficult
to decipher his enthusiasm for it. More than a
decade later, Mason gave the program another
try at Pioneer Camp. This camp isn’t a typical
summer camp experience – it’s the outdoorsy,
rugged version. Mason elected to sleep near
the campfire, underneath the stars, with the
supervisions of his camp counselors. He loved it.
Mason’s time at camp is one of the most
important times of the year for him and his
parents. As consistent caregivers, his parents
benefit from taking vacation. They have peace
of mind while they are away, knowing Mason is
happy and being taken care of by well-trained
professional counselors and staff.

- Nicole, Camp Compass Parent
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Education Foundation					
of Lake County

Greenfield Central School Foundation
Greenfield, IN • ecschoolfoundation.org

Connecting Community to Classroom

Leesburg, FL • edfoundationlake.com

Powering Public Education

Your Giving in Action!

The Education Foundation of Lake County connects
community with public education to enhance the quality
of instruction and ensure the success of high school
all
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For more than 35 years, the Greenfield Central School
Foundation has been connecting community to classroom
to support student learning, provide extraordinary classroom
experiences, and prepare all students for success. The
foundation and its partners offer programs and continuing
education opportunities that empower the leaders of tomorrow
and strengthen the Greenfield community. The Greenfield
Central School Foundation facilitates programs for all ages,
including preparation for kindergarten, mentoring, STEM
collaborations, anti-bullying education, and more.

Your Giving in Action!
An Investment in the Future
The Sonnentag Foundation partnered with the
Greenfield Central School Foundation to launch a
new Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC)
training program at Greenfield Central High School. A
boiler and other components were purchased for the
program, which helps students earn one year of credit
toward a two-year degree at Ivy Tech Community
College of Indiana in the HVAC field.

Teacher Testimonial
“As a result of this course, three of my students,
who are now seniors, are employed in the industry.
One is going to work at Kroger in the refrigeration
department, another is going to work for a local
business, and the other is scheduling interviews.”

Student Testimonial
“Lots of hands-on teaching and covering the basics
of heating and cooling; good class overall for
anyone wanting to learn about the trade.”

Parent Testimonial
“This class saved our family an entire year of HVAC
tuition. It has given our son a head start and saved
us thousands. He has done really well in the course
and obtained several certifications.”
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Little Lakes Memories

Mentor Richland County
Olney, IL • mentorrichlandcounty.org

Irma, WI • littlelakesmemories.org
Little Lakes Memories offers people with disabilities
an opportunity to explore the outdoors without
limitations. Guests and their families gather for a weekend
respite at Little Lakes Lodge, where they are met with
welcoming hosts who provide accessible experiences in
nature. Caretakers are welcome to join in on the fun or
temporarily step away from their roles. The organization
coordinates year-round hunting and non-hunting
adventures that instill a feeling of accomplishment. Guests
leave the retreat feeling empowered, realizing they can do
things they once thought were impossible due to physical
limitations. Each year, the organization hosts nearly 10
families at no cost.

34

Your Giving in Action!
Braedon’s Story
Braedon is an eight-year-old who loves playing
with Legos and making people laugh with his great
sense of humor. When Braedon was younger, he was
diagnosed with a degenerative genetic condition
that affects many systems in his body, including
his eyesight and hearing. His condition is currently
untreatable, and doctors predict he will lose his
eyesight within the next two years. Braedon’s family
is praying for a miracle and giving him memorable
experiences meantime. Braedon went hunting
with his dad and brother at Little Lakes Lodge. He
ended up shooting a big buck and was thrilled by
the opportunity to join his family outdoors. Little
Lakes Memories helped Braedon achieve this special
milestone and gave him and his family memories
that will last a lifetime.

Sonnentag Foundation Ltd

Creating Brighter 				
Futures for Youth
in Rural Areas
Mentor Richland County strives
to create brighter futures for
Richland County youth who
live in rural areas with limited
access to educational resources.
Through structured one-onone mentoring, elementary
students get the help they need to earn higher
grades, build confidence, and develop a more positive
attitude toward school. Each school year, more than 70
elementary students are referred to the program, where
they are matched with a mentor based on personality
and interests. The children in the program often face
adversity at home and benefit from a positive role model,
especially when a parent is not present. The match meets
once a week to work on homework and connect during
open gym and free play.
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Your Giving in Action!
Ensuring the Success of 		
Mentor Matches
With the help of the Sonnentag Foundation,
Mentor Richland County brought a part-time case
manager on staff who is responsible for accepting
referrals, running background checks, and
communicating with the mentee’s guardians and
teachers. The case manager consistently checks
in on the matches and evaluates the mentee’s
progress, ensuring they receive the care, support,
and encouragement they need.
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OccuPaws Guide Dog
Association

Operation Fresh Start

Madison, WI • operationfreshstart.org

Empowering Emerging Adults			
to Achieve Self-Sufficiency

Madison, WI • occupaws.org

Pairing Deserving Individuals with
Fully Trained Guide Dogs
OccuPaws Guide Dog Association pairs fully trained
guide dogs with visually impaired residents of Wisconsin,
Minnesota, and Illinois at no cost. The organization ensures
a smooth transition with individualized training conducted
at the client’s home and the places they frequent. Training
sessions last 10 to 14 days and are led by guide dog
mobility instructors who are specialized in orientation
and mobility training. Pairs are matched according to
lifestyle, personality, activity level, and walking speed.
OccuPaws differs from most guide dog programs, as it
does not require clients to travel for prolonged periods
of time to train with their new companion. This allows
people the opportunity of owning a guide dog without
disrupting family obligations, professional commitments,
or secondary health conditions.
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Your Giving in Action!
Meet OccuPaws’
Summer 2021 Graduates
Guide Dog “Java” with Makayla
Java is a quiet, well-mannered pup who came to
OccuPaws from a local breeder. He graduated from
the guide dog program in June 2021 and is now
guiding Makayla. He loves his work and tries hard
not to get distracted out in the world.

Guide Dog “Natty” with Jeff
Natty was the of the smallest in her litter, which
caused her to be picked on by the bigger pups.
She learned how to walk at just 13 days old to
get away from her rambunctious siblings. Natty
loves to snuggle and is very sensitive and sweet.
She graduated from the OccuPaws program in
May 2021 and now guides Jeff around their new
Minnesota home.

Sonnentag Foundation Ltd

Operation Fresh Start helps teens transition into adulthood.
Graduates of the program earn their high school diploma, driver’s
license, construction and conservancy certifications and gain
college and career readiness skills. Fresh Start students give back
to the community by building affordable homes for deserving
families and completing conservation work in local parks.
The organization serves young adults, ages 16 to 24, with a
focus on populations facing the largest barriers. Operation
Fresh Start works to ensure successful outcomes for current
and future generations of low-income individuals and people
of color. Each year, nearly 80 percent of participants are young
adults of color and 73 percent are from low-income households.
After graduation,
Project Fresh Start
staff continue to
support graduates
as they transition
into secondary
education and/
or self-sustaining
employment.
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Your Giving in Action!
Kevontay’s Story
Struggling to find his footing and stay focused
in a large high school setting, Kevontay found
another path to complete high school and pursue
his career goals. Operation Fresh Start became
where he went to receive individualized support in
a smaller classroom environment. Kevontay gained
confidence in his new learning environment and
became more involved in the program. He joined
Operation Fresh Start’s Construction Crew and
learned how to install drywall, paint, tile, and lay
sod from his supervisor, Miles.
Kevontay was inspired to pursue a career in real
estate after completing his freshman year research
project. “I feel like if I could become successful, I
could help less fortunate people. I was thinking
about buying cheaper houses that need work, and
I could fix them up myself,” said Kevontay.
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The Sonnentag Foundation established our scholarship
program in 2000 to assist graduating high school
students who plan to continue their education. Students
can apply for one $2,000 scholarship to study at an
accredited institution and in a field of study of the
student’s choice. Since its inception, nearly $406,500
in scholarships have been awarded. The program
supports a wide range of educational options, including
vocational and technical training, and associate and
bachelor’s degrees.

A

The Sonnentag Foundation is a strong advocate for
continuing education. Our goal is to inspire the next
generation and encourage young people who want to
pursue studies and careers, especially in the construction
and landscape industry. We believe scholarships are not
only helping to change the lives of deserving students and
their families, but also local communities by investing in
our future workforce, entrepreneurs and leaders.

Middle school students from Central Wisconsin participate
in a plant tour to learn about career opportunities.

The Sonnentag Foundation’s philanthropic interests
are strategically focused on supporting programs and
projects that empower and inspire people.
Preference is given to regional construction and
landscape oriented projects that serve the broader
community in locations where County Materials has
major facilities. The following are just a few examples
of the many local and regional community projects our
Foundation frequently supports:

•Y
 outh baseball/softball
dugouts and structures
• Community gardens and
walking trails

• Playground sand
• Park and recreation
landscape materials

LOOKING FORWARD

$370,385
$300,000
$200,000
$183,600
$175,605
$156,500
$140,000
$104,500
$91,650
$76,000
$71,500
$70,000
$25,000
$16,000
$11,000

Far Reaching Results
Since County Materials hosted our first charity
golf outing in 2007 to support the Sonnentag
Foundation, more than $1.9 million has been
donated to deserving programs and charitable
organizations serving communities where
County Materials has locations.
To date the County Materials’ Charity Golf Outing
supports more than 60 charitable organizations
throughout Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Central
Florida, Missouri, and Wisconsin.

Ways to Give
Make an impact on people’s lives in local
communities.
100 percent of your gift goes to support
the organizations funded by the
Sonnentag Foundation.
Contributions to the Sonnentag Foundation (TIN 391597420) are tax deductible as charitable nonprofit
contributions under code section 501(c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code.

By Mail:
Sonnentag Foundation
PO Box 100 • Marathon, WI 54448

• Masonry apprenticeship and
building trades courses
• Veteran monuments
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Habitat for Humanity (Wausau, WI) received
Ready-mix donation.

Online:
www.sonnentagfoundation.org
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(800) 289-2569
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